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Artistic statement: 

When I was in New York last summer, checkered scarves of all colors were seen around the 
necks of hipsters and artists alike. I recognized the checkered patterns , but was bewildered 
when I saw that in 89 degree weather, these scarves were not coming off, even though every 
other type of clothing was. I was even more surprised to see that next to a pashmina street 
boutique on 5th Ave was a keffiyeh vendor, and I had to raise an eyebrow when I saw one of 
New York’s finest Upper East side mother come out of Tiffany’s, strut over to the street 
boutique and purchase a keffiyeh-patterned, pashmina-cut scarf, stuff it in her Channel bag and 
trot off down the street.  

This project is about the keffiyeh and how it came from Palestine to America, and all the 

media surrounding it’s appropriation. I wanted to explore how it is that a piece of fabric that 

represents solidarity, loyalty, culture and the struggle for freedom to Palestinians became 

mainstream and all of the political tensions surrounding how the keffiyeh is used.  

At times, the keffiyeh seems to be just another accessory in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

As an outsider, I’m not sure there is much I can say considering that I’m not there in Palestine 

or Israel fighting for my survival or beliefs, but rather, I am across the sea in my room and 

somewhat sheltered life, but I still recognize that this item is personal and very political for me 

because I am an Indian-American, Arab-American journalism student, and I have Jewish and 

Arab friends and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is a big source of tension. I support Palestine, 

but am in no way anti-Israel, I just became interested in how this piece of fabric became 

mainstreamed, and I wish to challenge those who wear a keffiyeh and don’t know anything 

about it other than it is a trendy accessory.  

After doing all this research and talking with sources I have concluded that if you don’t 
support Palestine, then don’t wear the keffiyeh. I also have learned that the keffiyeh symbolizes 
different ideals, emotions, hopes and fears to different people, but is this scarf really a symbol 
of terrorism? Think about who says so and what it means that entire group of people gets 
branded with the label terrorist or freedom fighter. Who really can say that one group is 
militant or rebel while the other is a soldier or peace keeper, not me, and probably not you.  

When I began this project, I tried to just focus on the keffiyeh has a thing, but in talking 
with Palestinians and Jews, I quickly realized that it would be impossible and unfair to separate 
this “thing” from its history – both in the creation of Israel and in the fight (literally) for a 
Palestinian state. No matter who is dying, blood is being spilled for some reason or belief. The 
keffiyeh is part of a larger chain of events and we cannot forget that as it is on a fashion runway 
here in America, some are wearing it in Palestine to protect themselves as they fight for what 
they believe in…many of whom end up paying the ultimate price for their freedom – their lives. 
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